Appendix 7: More Support for Molecular Knowledge

Appendix 6 discussed the Lacl gene experimental data, indicated that
the analytical technique developed in chapter 4 assigns 0.42 bits to
each amino acid, and then referred readers to the web site for more
information.

This appendix will elaborate on the Lacl experimental data and
how it compares to SIFT and the techniques developed in chapter 4.
The experimental data for Lacl is complicated because very few
organisms have this gene. Thus, to even apply the analytical technique,
genes other than Lacl must be included in the multiple sequence
alignments. These genes encode proteins whose amino acid sequence
is very similar to Lacl, but their function may be slightly different. All
of these genes belong to the Lacl family.

Appendix 6 was able to apply the analytical technique with only
6 species because of the diversity of the organisms involved. Mouse
ear cress is a plant, and E. Cuniculi is one the most primitive
eukaryotes. More genes could have been included because many
bacteria have the gene that encodes ADPG. The bacteria were not
included in the appendix 6 because they did not alter the results (data
not published). That is the knowledge calculated with these 6 species
was the same knowledge that was calculated when 7 species of bacteria
were included. E cuniculi and Mouse ear cress ensure that the species
were diverse and more diversity was not required.

Unfortunately, the Lacl gene only exists in a few bacteria. So it is
not possible to accumulate diversity with the same gene in many
different organisms separated by billions of years of evolution. This
means that for this alignment genes that are similar to Lacl but have
some other function must be included in the multiple sequence
alignment. This is not the ideal situation. Nevertheless, because there
is so little useful experimental evidence concerning the effects of
random mutations are random sites, Lacl is the next best candidate
after AAG. The sequence alignment is found on the next page.
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site: www.us.expasy.org/sprot/ . At the bottom of the page for Lacl in
E.coli there is an option to run blast. This will search the database for
similar sequences. Several sequences belonging to the Lacl family

were selected from the sequences that blast returned and clustal W was
then used to create a multiple sequence alignment. Table A7 shows the

This alignment was created by finding the Lacl in E. Coli at this web
results.
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Total number of bits = 152 (sum of column 16), Lacl gene ~
360 amino acids. So the molecular knowledge is 152/360 = 0.42 bits
per amino acid. This corresponds to on average 15 allowed amino
acids per site.

Since experimental evidence suggests that 34% of all mutations
deactivate Lacl (appendix 6), the experimental data only allows 13.2
amino acids per site or 0.6 bits per site. Because this analysis included
genes from the Lacl family, it is not surprising that the analytical
technique underestimates the molecular knowledge. The next page
shows the results from SIFT.
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Table A7: Allowed amino acids as predicted by SIFT
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The first column lists the site position and the amino acid for
the protein encoded by E. Coli Lacl. The other letters represent
allowed amino acids. The far right column lists the number of amino
acids allowed at each site. This average is roughly 10.4 amino acids
per site or .94 bits of knowledge per amino acid. This is more than
double the predicted knowledge using the techniques developed in
chapter 4. Thus, the techniques used by this book always seem to
assign less molecular knowledge to a protein than SIFT.

The main differences between these two analytical techniques
are in the amino acid groupings and in the rules that predict which
amino acids that should be allowed. Both allow all amino acids that
natural selection allows. One of the main differences is that SIFT only
allows one amino acid when a site is absolutely conserved by natural
selection. The techniques of chapter 4 allow all amino acids from the
same group in this case. The other primary difference is that the
chapter four technique assigns zero bits to most of the protein (table
A7 is much shorter than the SIFT results because positions with zero
bits are not shown). Taken together these two difference explain why
the techniques used by this book will always assign less molecular
knowledge to a protein than SIFT.
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